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Minister Ó Muilleoir 
Minister for Finance 
Department of Finance and Personnel 
Clare House 
303 Airport Road 
Belfast 
BT3 9ED 
 
26th May 2016 
 

RE: The Northern Ireland Open Government Network 
 
Dear Minister Ó Muilleoir 
 
Congratulations on your recent appointment as Minster for Finance. We wish you well with this 
Ministerial brief and look forward working with you in the future.  
 
I am writing to tell inform you about the NI Open Government Network (OGN), an alliance of 
individual citizens and representatives of community and voluntary sector organisations working to 
contribute to delivering a more open, transparent and accountable government that will empower 
citizens to shape decisions that impact on their lives.  The Network is forging links with our sister 
network in the Republic of Ireland and is aligned to the UK Open Government Civic Society Network. 
 
The new NI Executive has the chance to join the other devolved regions in signing up to the UK Open 
Government National Action Plan (NAP) which is expected to incorporate Northern Ireland specific 
open government commitments.  Officials from the Department of Finance and Personnel (now the 
Department of Finance) have been asked to report to the Cabinet Office by early June 2016 with NI 
commitments for inclusion in the UK NAP.   
 
During the last six months of the previous mandate, the NI Open Government Network proactively 
engaged with DFP officials to produce a series of draft commitments related to the themes of open 
data, access to information, transparency, public accountability and citizen engagement.  These 
commitments, which are attached as an appendix for your convenience, were passed to the Minister 
for consideration and approval prior to anticipated Executive endorsement ahead of the Cabinet 
Office deadline of early June.  
 
In addition to raising Northern Ireland’s global credibility, endorsement of the open government 
principles will enhance the credibility of government and the political institutions at local level.  
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The Open Government agenda, which complements much of the rationale evident in the Fresh Start 
Agreement, presents an opportunity for NI to join England, Scotland, Wales and the Republic of 
Ireland in this global initiative.   
 
We are concerned that Northern Ireland could miss out on this opportunity; and we hope that you 
will embrace the commitments proposed and meet the Cabinet Office deadline of early June 2016.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Colm Burns  
Chair of the Northern Ireland Open Government Network 


