
If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
Network please lodge an expression of interest with 
the NIOGN secretariat.  Forms can be requested by 
emailing ogn@nienvironmentlink.org 

The best way to get involved in the activities of the 
NIOGN is to sign up to the UK Open Government 
Forum (http://forum.opengovernment.org.uk/), and 
Northern Ireland specific mailing list.  This blog 
provides regular progress updates, news and notes 
of meetings and points of view from members of the 
Open Government Network, as well as relevant links 
and events.

Details of NIOGN events being held across Northern 
Ireland are detailed on the Northern Ireland page of 
the UK Open Government Network website (http://
www.opengovernment.org.uk/about/ni-ogn/).
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Web links:

NI Open Government Network
http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/about/ni-ogn/

The UK Open Government Forum (Sign Up page)
http://forum.opengovernment.org.uk/

Other useful links: 

Open Government Partnership (Global Initiative)
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/

UK Open Government Civil Society Network
http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/

Open Government Partnership Ireland
http://www.ogpireland.ie/
 
Open Government Partnership Toolkit (Ireland)
http://www.tasc.ie/researchpolicy/open-government-toolkit/

Opportunities to get involved 



Open government is the simple but powerful 
idea that governments and institutions work better 
for citizens when they are transparent, engaging and 
accountable.

Open government has three parts:

Opening up of government data 
and information on areas such 
as public spending, government 
contracts, lobbying activity, the 
development and impact of policy, 
and public service performance.

Support for a strong and 
independent civil society, the 
involvement of citizens and other 
stakeholders in decision making 
processes, and protection for 
whistleblowers and others who 
highlight waste, negligence or 
corruption in government.

Rules, laws and mechanisms that 
ensure government listens, learns, 
responds and changes when it 
needs to.

Good open government reforms can transform the 
way government and public services work, ensuring 
that they are properly responsive to citizens, while 
improving their efficiency and effectiveness, and 
preventing misuse of power.

What is open government?

• Growing the network to develop a strong and 
coherent voice when campaigning on open 
government issues

• Building the capacity of members through themed 
events and seminars and disseminating best 
practice information

• Coordinating campaigns on selected issues

• Facilitating networking opportunities amongst 
organisations and individuals 

• Building partnerships between government, 
politicians and civil society

• Seeking government buy-in to open government 
commitments and actions

• Identifying Northern Ireland commitments for the 
UK National Open Government Action Plan 

The NI Network seeks to 
deliver change by:

Aligned with the UK Open Government Civil Society 
Network, the Northern Ireland Open Government 
Network is an alliance of individual citizens and 
representatives of community and voluntary sector 
organisations with the following vision:

To contribute to delivering more open, transparent and 
accountable government that empowers citizens to shape 
decisions that impact on their lives. 

The purpose of the network is to actively engage a 
broad and diverse group of citizens and organisations 
in advocating more open government in Northern 
Ireland.  

In accordance with the principles of the Open 
Government Partnership Declaration, the Network 
aims to contribute to:

• broadening participation in government

• increasing transparency and the availability of, and 
access to, data

• enhancing accountability

• improving policy making

• delivering better service provision and increasing 
confidence in government.  

The Network aims to work in genuine collaboration 
with the Northern Ireland Executive and government 
departments.  

Vision and Purpose


