NIOGN Factsheet - Anti-Corruption
Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain.
Political corruption is a manipulation of policies, institutions and rules of procedure in the allocation of
resources and financing by political decision makers, who abuse their position to sustain their power,
status and wealth.
Political corruption can distort policies and the central functioning of the state, corrode the fabric of
society and undermine people’s trust in political and economic systems, institutions and leaders.
Impact of Corruption
Corruption impacts societies in a multitude of ways. In the worst cases, it costs people their freedom,
health or money. The cost of corruption can be divided into four main categories: political, economic,
social and environmental.
Political
On the political front, corruption is a major obstacle to democracy and the rule of law. In a democratic
system, offices and institutions lose their legitimacy when they’re misused for private advantage. It is
extremely challenging to develop accountable political leadership in a corrupt climate.
Economic
Economically, corruption depletes national wealth. Especially if politicians invest scarce public
resources in projects that will line their pockets rather than benefit communities.
Social
Corruption corrodes the social fabric of society. It undermines people's trust in the political system, in
its institutions and its leadership and can create a distrustful and apathetic public.
Environmental
Environmental degradation is another consequence of corrupt systems. The lack of, or nonenforcement of, environmental regulations and legislation means that precious natural resources are
carelessly exploited, and entire ecological systems are ravaged.
Transparency as Regulation
As Jeremy Bentham put it generations ago, “the more strictly we are watched, the better we behave."
And there’s definitely something to what scientists call the Hawthorne effect whereby individuals
improve or modify an aspect of their behavior in response to their awareness of being observed
Transparency can shed light on shady deals, weak enforcement of rules and other illicit practices that
undermine good governments, ethical businesses and society at large. Transparency involves
knowing why, how, what, and how much. It helps ensure that public officials, civil servants, managers,
board members and business people act visibly and understandably, and report on their activities.
And it means that the general public can hold them to account. It is the key way of guarding against
corruption, and helps increase trust in the people and institutions on which our futures depend.
Transparency International
Transparency International is an organisation focused on preventing corruption, and in their view,

transparent governmental procedures — open meetings, freedom of information laws, freedom of the
press, disclosure of the financial status of officials, and others — will make corruption, bribery, and the
like more difficult.
The Transparency Deficit in Northern Ireland
- Fiscal transparency - the timely publication of essential budget documents forms the basic building
blocks of budget accountability and an open budget system - is required.
- Rules that require public disclosure of income and assets for elected and senior public officials and
political parties are essential to anti-corruption and open, accountable government.
- The provision of open data by default rather than by exception would increase the transparency of
government, provide better opportunities for public scrutiny of government transactions & outcomes
and help the public hold government to account.

